UTILIZATION OF SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS

During the 2006-07 school year, a total of 193,000 Colorado children and adolescents were eligible to access pre-
ventive and primary health care at one of 38 operational School-Based Health Centers. This includes 2006-07 host
school enrollment, feeder school enrollment, and district enrollment in cases where a SBHC is open to all children
aged birth to 21 residing within district boundaries.

Based on data collected through a survey conducted by the Colorado Association for School-Based Health Care and
the Colorado Health Institute, almost 67,000 visits were made to SBHCs by 21,000 students in 2006-07. This in-
cludes visits for primary medical care, mental health assessment and treatment, substance abuse counseling, and
dental care. It also includes a small number of visits for immunization or health education only. In most cases,
these services are provided as part of a primary care visit.

In 2006-07:

e 193,153 students had access to a SBHC
e 20,964 students used SBHC services

e 66,708 visits were made to SBHCs

e 30,442 immunizations were provided
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Source: Colorado Health Institute analysis of data from 2008 Survey of Colorado School-Based Health Centers.
In 2006-07, 60% of all visits to SBHCS were for primary medical care. This included well-child and well-adoles-
cent exams, care for acute illness or injury, management of chronic conditions, and reproductive health care.

Mental health visits accounted for 16% of all visits. Common diagnoses were depression, post-traumatic stress
disorder, bipolar disorder and behavioral issues.

Visits for dental screening and sealants accounted for only 3% of visits due to the limited resources available to
provide these services.



School-Based Health Centers
serve all students regardless
of ability to pay. They are
located where access to care
is limited for a large number
of children, either because of
low-income, lack of health
insurance, or geographic iso-
lation.

In 2006-07, 45% of the stu-
dents served by Colorado’s
SBHCs were uninsured, 32%
were enrolled in Medicaid,
11% were covered by private
health insurance, 6% were
enrolled in the State Child-
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Source: Colorado Health Institute analysis of data from 2008 Survey of Colorado School-Based Health Centers.

ren’s Health Insurance Program (CHP+), 5% did not supply insurance information, and the remaining 1% were cov-
ered by CHAMPUS, TRICARE, or other government program.

Between the 2006-07 and 2007-08 school years, five additional SBHCs opened. The map below shows the location
of the 43 School-Based Health Centers currently operating in Colorado.
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