
What is a school-based health center?	
School-based health centers provide accessible, affordable, and high quality physical, behavioral and 
oral health care to children. The purpose of school-based health centers is to keep children healthy, 
in school, and ready to learn.  School-based health centers help schools do their job of educating 
by improving the health and well-being of students and addressing health issues that interfere with 
learning. Programs are designed to promote healthy choices, prevent disease, and intervene early 
when problems arise. 

Who works at a school-based health center? 
School-based health centers are staffed by a medical and mental health professional. When funding 
allows, staffing also includes a dental hygienist, substance abuse counselor, health educator, and/or 
Medicaid outreach and enrollment technician.  

What services do school-based health centers provide?
School-based health center services include comprehensive well-child and well-adolescent exams, 
immunizations, diagnosis and treatment of illness or injury, management of chronic diseases such 
as asthma and diabetes, mental health assessment and treatment, health education, and health 
promotion/disease prevention programs. Where offered, dental services include dental hygiene 
education, screening, sealants, and fluoride varnish. 

How many school-based health centers are there in Colorado and nationwide?
Currently there are 47 school-based health centers in Colorado and nearly 2,000 nationwide.

Where are school-based health centers located?
School-based health centers are hosted by 19 of Colorado’s 178 school districts. They are located in 
communities where access to care is limited for a large number of children, either because of low 
income, lack of health insurance, or geographic isolation.

How many Colorado children are served by a school-based health center?
During 2009 – 10, school-based health centers delivered 84,100 primary care visits to 27,560 
Colorado children. 

What is the insurance status of the children utilizing school-based health centers?
Of the 27,560 children seen at school-based health centers in 2009 – 10, 31% were uninsured, 
51% were enrolled in Medicaid or CHP+, 11% 
were covered by other insurance, and 7% did 
not report. Most school-based health centers 
assist eligible families with the Medicaid/CHP+ 
application.

How much does it cost to operate a school-based 
health center?

On average, each school-based health center 
in Colorado operates on annual revenue of 
approximately $287,000. This includes $233,000 
in cash and $54,000 in in-kind support. 
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Contact us

Colorado Association for School-Based Health Care

1801 Williams Street, Suite 400 

Denver, CO 80218 
303.399.6380

www.casbhc.org

info@casbhc.org
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Adams 14

Adams City High 7 25 33
Adams City Middle 7 25 32
Community Health Services 7 25 32
Kearney Middle 7 25 32
Lester Arnold High 7 25 32

Adams 50

Community Health Services at Baker 7 31 35

Adams-Arapahoe 28-J

Crawford Elementary 7 25 30
Laredo Elementary 7 29 36
Rocky Mountain Youth Care Mobiles 7 n/a n/a

Cripple Creek Victor RE-1

Cresson Elementary 5 4 45

Denver 1

Abraham Lincoln High 1 32 1
Bruce Randolph 1 33 8
John F. Kennedy High 1 32 1
Kepner Middle 1 34 2
Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy 1 32 8
Lake International 1 34 4
Manual High 1 33 8
Martin Luther King Jr. Early College 1 33 7
Montbello High 1 33 7
North High 1 34 5
Rachel Noel Middle 1 33 7
South High 1 32 6
West High 1 31 2
Rocky Mountain Youth Care Mobiles 1 n/a n/a

Durango 9-R

Durango High 3 6 59

Englewood 1

Englewood High 1 26 3

Garfield 16

Grand Valley Center for Family Learning 3 7 57
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Harrison 2

Carmel Middle 5 11 17

Jefferson R-1

Alameda High 7 20 24
Jefferson High 7 20 24
Stein Elementary 7 21 26

Lamar RE-2

Lamar High 4 1 64

Montezuma-Cortez RE-1

Southwest Open School 3 6 59

Montrose RE-1

Northside Elementary 3 6 58

Poudre R-1

Centennial High 4 14 52

Pueblo 60 and 70

Central High 3 3 46
East  High 3 3 47
Freed Middle 3 3 46
Risley Middle 3 3 62

Roaring Fork RE-1

Basalt Elementary 2 8 61
Basalt High 3 5 61
Basalt Middle 3 5 61

Sheridan 2

Sheridan Middle 1 26 1

Summit RE-1

Dillon Valley Elementary 2 16 56
Summit High 2 16 56
Summit Middle 2 16 56

Weld 6

Centennial Elementary 4 13 50

Private

Arrupe Jesuit High 1 34 4
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